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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 6, 2024
The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas Patrick Lechleitner
Secretary Director
U.S. Department of Homeland Security U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
3801 Nebraska Ave. NW 500 12th St. SW
Washington, DC 20016 Washington, D.C. 20536

Dear Secretary Mayorkas and Director Lechleitner:

I write in response to public court filings indicating that The GEO Group, Inc. (GEO) has sought
and may be awarded a contract by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) for the
provision of immigration detention services at the Delaney Hall Facility in Newark, New Jersey.
GEO is a for-profit public company that contracts with local, state, and federal government
agencies to lease, operate, or manage correctional and detention facilities, in which documented
human rights abuses have occurred. I urge you to reconsider any plans to open a new, privately
operated immigration detention center in the State of New Jersey.

On April 15, 2024, GEO filed a lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey
challenging the constitutionality of N.J. Stat. Ann. § 30:4-8.16(b)(2), which provides that “a
private detention facility operating in this State shall not enter into, renew, or extend any
immigration detention agreement” as elsewhere defined in the statute. Citing a recent court
decision to enjoin enforcement of that statutory provision in a separate action,! GEO sought an
injunction preventing enforcement of N.J. Stat. Ann. § 30:4-8.16(b)(2) against it pending
resolution of the appeal in that action by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals.

In its court filings, GEO stated that it had responded to a May 30, 2023 Request for Information
from the United States Department of Homeland Security (DHS), on behalf of ICE, to identify
possible detention sites to house non-citizens in the Newark area.>? GEO proposed the use of the
Delaney Hall Facility to serve as a potential ICE detention site; the Delaney Hall Facility has a
permitted use capacity of approximately 1,196 beds and has, since its opening in 2000, housed
federal, state, and county detainees, including up to 450 immigration detainees from 2011 to
2017.2 In its complaint, GEO alleged that it “has a realistic chance to be awarded” a significant
contract by ICE to open a new, privately-owned and -operated immigration detention facility at
the Delaney Hall facility in Newark.*

Reports have shown that people detained in privately-owned and -operated immigration
detention centers are often subjected to horrific conditions. At facilities owned and operated by
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GEO, immigrants routinely report experiencing violence, medical neglect, sexual abuse,
malnourishment, poor living conditions, and retaliation when they try to report these abuses.’ In
March 2024, a man died after being placed in solitary confinement for at least 811 consecutive
days in a GEO-owned immigration detention facility in Washington State.® At other facilities
operated by GEO, the company has been credibly accused of medical neglect,’ forcing detained
people to work, and retaliating against detained people for refusing to work.® In March of 2023,
hundreds of people detained in a GEO-owned facility in Louisiana began a hunger strike,
alleging that the facility lacked cleaning supplies, had showers covered in mold, and that running
water had a “green tint.”® Another privately-run immigration detention center in Elizabeth, New
Jersey has subjected detainees to severe lack of access to fresh air or sunlight, consistent medical
neglect, cramped and unsanitary living quarters, and abusive treatment from guards and other
staff.!® According to an August 2022 report, the federal government itself has recommended
closing nine detention centers around the country, including six private facilities, pointing to
their exorbitant costs and inability to keep detainees safe.!!

As a presidential candidate, President Biden was well-aware of the documented abuses in private
detention facilities. Stating that, “No business should profit from the suffering of desperate
people fleeing violence,” then-candidate Biden promised to “make clear that the federal
government should not use private facilities for any detention, including detention of
undocumented immigrants.”!? The percentage of ICE detainees held in private detention centers
is still unacceptably high and we must reverse this trend.

According to ICE’s Acquisition Planning Forecast System, ICE intends to enter into an
“indefinite” contract for detention services in a facility that would house up to 600 non-
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citizens.!® Such a contract with GEO Group would represent a significant escalation in the
population of detained non-citizens in private detention centers in New Jersey; currently, the sole
immigration detention facility in New Jersey houses up to 300 people and is operated by a for-
profit private company operating under a two-year contract.!*

A new contract would also serve as an insult to immigrant communities and advocates in New
Jersey and around the country who have fought tirelessly to document the human rights abuses at
private detention centers and repeatedly pushed the Biden Administration to detain fewer people
in more humane settings. [ urge you to follow through on President Biden’s promise and commit
to not open new, privately-run immigration detention facilities in New Jersey.

Sincerely,

RS

Cory A. Booker
United States Senator
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