
 

 

 

 

 

 

State of New Jersey 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

 PHILIP D. MURPHY             DEPARTMENT OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY           MATTHEW J. PLATKIN 

     Governor              OFFICE OF THE SOLICITOR GENERAL                 Attorney General 
                                                                                                           PO BOX 080 

 TAHESHA L. WAY                                                                 TRENTON, NJ 08625                                                     JEREMY M. FEIGENBAUM  

      Lt. Governor              Solicitor General 

 

 

 

 
 

HUGHES JUSTICE COMPLEX ∙ TELEPHONE: (862) 350-5800 FAX: (609) 292-3508 

New Jersey is an Equal Opportunity Employer ∙ Printed on Recycled Paper and Recyclable 

April 25, 2024 

 

Hon. Robert Kirsch, U.S.D.J. 

United States District Court 

District of New Jersey 

Clarkson S. Fisher Building & U.S. Courthouse 

402 East State Street 

Trenton, NJ 08608 

 

 Re: The GEO Group, Inc. v. Philip D. Murphy et al., No. 3:24-cv-4990-RK-

TJB 

 

Dear Judge Kirsch: 

 

Pending before this Court is a lawsuit filed by The GEO Group, Inc. (“GEO”), 

challenging the constitutionality of N.J. Stat. Ann. § 30:4-8.16(b)(2). That provision sets 

forth that “a private detention facility operating in this State shall not enter into, renew, 

or extend any immigration detention agreement” as elsewhere defined in the statute. This 

Court has held that N.J. Stat. Ann. § 30:4-8.16(b)(2) violates intergovernmental immunity 

and is otherwise preempted by federal law as applied to a separate “private detention 

facility.” See CoreCivic, Inc. v. Murphy, No. 23-967, 2023 WL 5556025 (D.N.J. Aug. 29, 

2023). Although the State has appealed that decision, and that appeal is pending in the 

Third Circuit, the Court’s injunction preventing enforcement of N.J. Stat. Ann. § 30:4-

8.16(b)(2) against CoreCivic remains in effect. As the State has explained to counsel for 

GEO, for so long as this Court’s injunction preventing enforcement of N.J. Stat. Ann. § 

30:4-8.16(b)(2) against CoreCivic is still in effect, the State will not be enforcing that 

provision against any private entity. Consistent with that representation, the parties jointly 

move for this Court to grant this consent order preliminarily enjoining Defendants from 

enforcing N.J. Stat. Ann. § 30:4-8.16(b)(2) against any private detention facility for such 

time as this Court’s injunction in the CoreCivic matter remains in effect. 
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Respectfully yours,   

 

/s/ Jeremy M. Feigenbaum  

 Jeremy M. Feigenbaum 

 Solicitor General 

 

CC:  All counsel 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 
THE GEO GROUP, INC., 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
 - against - 

PHILIP D. MURPHY, in his official 

capacity as Governor of New Jersey; 

and MATTHEW J. PLATKIN, in his 

official capacity as Attorney General 

of the State of New Jersey, 
 
 
 Defendants. 
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Case No. 3:24-cv-04990-RK-TJB 
 
 
 
[PROPOSED] CONSENT 
ORDER GRANTING 
PRELIMINARY RELIEF 
 
 
 

 

Having considered the pending motion of Plaintiff The GEO Group (“GEO”) 

for an entry of a preliminary and permanent injunction pursuant to Rule 65 of the 

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and Local Civil Rule 65.1 against Defendants 

Governor Philip D. Murphy and Attorney General Matthew J. Platkin 

(“Defendants”), as well as the joint request of the parties for the entry of a consent 

order in this matter, the Court hereby ORDERS as follows: 

1. ORDERED that Defendants are preliminarily enjoined from enforcing N.J. 

Stat. Ann. § 30:4-8.16(b)(2) against a private detention facility—including any 

owned by Plaintiff GEO—until a further Order of this Court is issued following a 

decision by the Third Circuit resolving the appeal in CoreCivic, Inc. v. Governor of 

New Jersey, No. 23-967 (D.N.J. Aug. 29, 2023); and it is further 
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2. ORDERED that within thirty days of the Third Circuit’s decision resolving 

the appeal in CoreCivic, Inc. v. Governor of New Jersey, 23-2598, the parties shall 

submit a joint letter informing the Court of their respective positions on whether that 

decision impacts this consent order; and it is further 

3. ORDERED that this matter is otherwise ADMINISTRATIVELY STAYED 

pending further Order of this Court following the Third Circuit’s CoreCivic decision. 

 

Date: _____________, 2024   __________________________ 

The Honorable Robert Kirsch 

United States District Court Judge 
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